
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: (08) 9276 5891      Email:  WeldSquare.PS@det.wa.edu.au   Date:   15 March 2017 
                  Newsletter:  4/2017 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Assembly Highlights 
 

Principal’s Address 

I spoke about two subjects, 
International Women’s Day and 
Mathematics, with a focus on the 
number 7. 
 

International Women’s Day 
 

On the ABC 7:30 Report seven young women were 
interviewed about their thoughts on International 
Women’s Day. Generally they all felt that opportunities 
for women had improved.  However there were a 
number of concerning issues. They felt that, in some 
instances, women were still being treated differently 
and unfairly. They cited examples of being spoken to 
disrespectfully, getting paid less and fewer 
opportunities to get the top jobs. 
 

When asked about significant role models, all of the 
young women cited their own mothers as important 
role models. The young women gave examples of their 
own mother’s selflessness, determined hard work and 
courage as a source of their inspiration. 
 

I can recall female teacher colleagues telling me that 
when they got married they had to resign as it was 
considered by their government employers that they 
couldn’t teach and be married. It was not until 1968 
that the bar on employment of married women in the 
Australian Public Service was removed.  
 

Interestingly, in 1912 Australian women’s wages were 
set at 54% of men’s. In 1950 the Australian women’s 
minimum wage was set at 75% of men’s. In March 
2016  the Workplace Gender Equality Agency reported 
a 23.1% gender pay gap with WA 
being the worst at 24.9%. 
Researchers believe the gender 
pay gap leads to vulnerability, debt 
and homelessness.  
https://www.wgea.gov.au/sites/
default/files 
Gender_Pay_Gap_Factsheet.pdf   

 

Mathematics, with a focus on the number 7 
 

I started by telling students that my mother was also a 
key role model for myself. My mum had a strong 
personality, worked hard and spoke out for what she 
believed was right. She also had seven (7) children, 6 
boys and a girl with me being the eldest. Parenting 7 
active boisterous children was no easy task. I think it 
was an incredible achievement. 
7 is an interesting number. It is the fourth prime 
number and also a double Mersenne prime 
(www,en.m.wikipedia.org).  999,999 divided by 7 is 
exactly 142,857. When rolling two standard six-sided 
dice, a 7 has a 6 in 36 or 1 in 6 probability of being 
rolled (1-6, 6-1, 2-5, 5-2, 3-4, 4-3) the greatest of any 
number. 
As a demonstration I asked Ms Vernon to roll two large 
dice. I asked the audience to guess what numbers 
would turn up. Ms Vernon rolled a 4 and a 5 making 9. 
I counted seven people who guessed the correct 
answer, interesting! 
 

Honour Certificate Winners 
 

Congratulations to the following students: 

LA2 PP:  Thorence and Alliyah 
LA3 Year 1: Mannat and Chinmay  
LA5 Year 2: Murjaan 
LA8 Year 3:  Priyen and Tristen 
LA4 Year 4/5:  Andy 
LA10 Year 5/6:  Rishi and Julian 
LOTE:   Tyler and Jenelle 
Science:   Hayley, Rokaya, Emily and Charis 

VIRTUE FOR WEEKS 7/8 - FRIENDLINESS 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To develop, within a caring environment, the cognitive, social, physical and creative abilities of all children to enable them to realise their 

full potential and to maximise future opportunities as members of the community.  

https://www.wgea.gov.au/sites/default/files/Gender_Pay_Gap_Factsheet.pdf
https://www.wgea.gov.au/sites/default/files/Gender_Pay_Gap_Factsheet.pdf
https://www.wgea.gov.au/sites/default/files/Gender_Pay_Gap_Factsheet.pdf


Colour The World with Kindness!  
Presented by the talented students of LA10. 
The Assembly item was inspired by two films, one 
called ‘Caring for Others in the Community’ and 
another, ‘Colour the World with Kindness’. It’s 
amazing that when you do something for another 
person it can brighten up not only their day but your 
day as well.  (It can also inspire you to do the same 
for others.) A little kindness goes a long way. The 
performance, put together by the students working 
collaboratively in groups of 9, demonstrated this 
beautifully.  
 

Congratulations 
LA10 on an 
outstanding 
performance and 
for sharing a 
great message 
with everyone.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawaiian Giving Box Appeal Certificate 
LA2, Mr Cookson and Sandy being presented with 
their Certificate of Appreciation by Debra Whittaker 
from the Hawaiian Group for their participation in 
2016. 

Maths at Bayswater Hostel 
Fatema and Jasmine leading a Maths activity with the 
youngsters at the Bayswater Hostel or are they? 

The after school tennis class in action 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The class play indoors if it is too hot outside. Tennis is 
a great sport for developing skills or just having fun.  
Phone:  0416 389 270 for more information. 
 

Virtue Awards 27 February 

Back row:  Jacob, Lanah, Ella, Geanne and William 
Front row:  Imenh, Brian and Corey 



Mathletics Awards 27 February 
Gold:    Neel 
Silver:  Gero, Jayde, Jesse and Brian 

 
 
 
Glen Cookson 
Principal 

 
 
 
Eat together  
"We have always eaten together. Meal times have 
always been organised around my cricket schedule. 
Rather than having a drink with the players after 
practice, I would usually come home so I could have a 
meal with the family. During our meals we have 
always talked a lot and never watched TV, then when 
they were young I used to read them stories every 
night after dinner." - John Inverarity, former Australian 
cricketer and chairman of selectors. 
 Even with a busy work schedule it is possible to 

make family meal time a priority. 
 You may have to sacrifice things you want to do, 

but the benefits of being home with your family 
will outweigh the minor sacrifice. 

 There is no better time 
to engage your children 
in conversations about 
their life than during a 
family meal. 

ESWA Visits Weld Square 
Recently, as part of this Term’s Science learning, Earth and Space, the Year 4/5 and 5/6 classes 
were joined by Julia Ferguson from Earth and Space Sciences Western Australia (ESWA). 
The role of ESWA is to support the teaching of earth science in schools by developing teaching 
and learning resources, providing professional development for teachers, presenting at schools 
and assisting with field experiences for students. 
Julia, a geologist and former high school science teacher, engaged the children with theory and 

hands-on activities; testing for lime in 3 different types of rocks. The students were instructed on the correct 
use of a hands lens, and reminded that an experiment needed to be observable, measureable and repeatable. 
Julia also presented to each child a sun sensitive bead. The children were very focussed throughout the  
lesson and employed excellent Weld Square co-operation and participation.  This incursion was very  
informative reinforcing to the students that science is fun and promotes exploration and discovery. We plan to 
utilise Julia’s expertise in the future. 

COME AND TRY AFL WITH THE BAYSWATER JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 
The Baysie Bears are holding a COME TRY AFL session on Wednesday 22 March from 3.15-4.00pm on the 
school oval. 
 

Open to boys and girls of all ages interested in playing AFL or simply would like to give it a try.  There will be 
kicking, marking and handball games. 
 

Come and try AFL in a fun environment with prizes and give-aways. 
 

No need to book and no cost involved—just come along and have some fun. 
   



     DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Friday 17 March    - National Ride to School Day 
Monday 20 March   - Harmony Week Starts 
Tuesday 21 March   - Harmony Day 
Wednesday 22 March   - Red Cross Incursion Year 5/6 
Thursday 23 - Friday 24  March - Cadet Leader State Conference 
Thursday 23 March   - Assembly LA10 - Harmony Week Community Picnic 
Friday 24 March    - Purple Haze Day (Gold Coin Donation) 
 

 
 
 

 
Hi Everyone 
 

Autumn is upon us and the P&C are in planning for our Bunnings Sausage Sizzle at Morley on 
April 1.  We need some help cooking and selling sausages on the day.  If you have an hour or two 
to spare, please check the roster in the office and sign up.  We are raising money for more shade 
sails in the native playground in the early childhood area. 

 
Thank you to those families who returned the survey we sent out recently. 
 
Coming up:  National Ride to School Day - Friday 17 March 
   AGM Meeting - Tuesday 21 March 6.00—7.30pm 
   Lunch order -  Wednesday 31 March 
   Sausage Sizzle - Saturday 1 April 
 
Look after your friends.  Make sure they’re okay.  Sometimes they are going through things that are really heavy, 
but they might not say it. 
 
Michelle Hughes 
P&C President 
0402 779 118 
weldsquareprimary@gmail.com  

  Classroom Cash Competition 
 

Caltex, The West Australian, The Sunday Times and Channel Seven are giving West Australian Schools the 
chance to WIN a share of $20,000 to help buy the things needed that make learning that little bit more fun! 
Cash pool consists of: 
 

First random draw prize $5000               
Five random draw prizes $1000 
School with most entries $5000 
School with most entries per student $5000  
 

To be in the running to WIN a share, we have registered our participation. 
Please collect as many entry coupons as you can (through school, friends and family) in The Weekend 
West and The Sunday Times across the week-ends of 18-19 March, 25-26 March and 1-2 April. 
The more entries collected, the more chance to WIN!     
                       
Make sure every entry form has Weld Square Primary School on it! 

Thank you to the families that have already paid their 2017 Voluntary Contributions.  Voluntary Contributions are 
$60.00 per child from K to 6 and can be paid by either cash or cheque to the school office or by direct debit to 
the account below: 
 
Account Name:    Weld Square Primary School 
BSB No.:          016 363 
Account No.:    3409 59672 
Reference:      Child’s surname and what the funds are for: 
     (eg: Lindsay/Vol Contributions) 



Purple Haze Starlight Children's Foundation  
DATE: Friday, March 24 
Gold coin donation 
The Starlight Children’s 
Foundation brightens the 
lives of seriously ill children, 
teenagers, and their families across Australia. While 
health professionals focus on treating a child’s illness, 
Starlight is there 7 days a week to brighten their world 
- replacing pain and fear with fun and laughter. 
Starlight’s innovative programs connect sick kids and 
their families with the magic of the Starlight, as they 
forget about being sick for a while and get down to the 
serious business of having fun.  
 Captain Starlight – superheroes that distract sick kids 
from illness and pain using entertainment and 
engaging activities  
 Starlight Express Rooms – are wonderful medical-
free havens where Captain Starlight delivers fun and 
laughter to sick kids and their families. There are 
interactive games, movies, performances and more.               
 Starlight Wish Granting – providing once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences and magical memories for seriously ill 
children and their families  
 Livewire– brightens the hospital experience for 
teenagers through ward based activities and tailored 
workshops. Livewire.org.au is a safe and supportive 
online community where members can connect and 
share experiences with others that understand what 
they’re going through.  
Starlight receives no government funding and relies 
solely on the dedication of our generous supporters to 
be able to spread so much happiness.                                                                                                                            
We would be delighted if you could support this 
amazing event to help us brighten the lives of more 
seriously ill children, young people, and their families. 
Schools have the opportunity to host a Purple Haze 
Day in the lead-up to the Starlight Purple Haze game 
to help raise money for the Starlight Children’s 
Foundation. 
What is a Purple Haze Day? 
Purple Haze Day is a free dress day held during Term 
One in 2017. Students are encouraged to wear purple 
(or their favourite colour) to school in exchange for a 
gold coin donation. All funds raised will be donated to 
Starlight.  
Great prizes up for grabs! 
Schools that raise more than $300 will go in the draw 
to win the following prizes: 
WIN! Fremantle Dockers playing guernsey, signed by 
the 2017 playing group 
WIN! Football clinic run by Fremantle players for up to 
100 students. 
Mathletics at Weld Square 
Students at Weld Square Primary School are a part of 
the Mathletics online learning community – joining over 
4 million other students around the world. Mathletics is 
the world’s leading online numeracy resource, helping 
students to love learning and achieve greater results 
through engaging content that perfectly matches their 
school curriculum. We believe it is important for the 

whole family to be a part of the learning process, so 
we provide this engaging site for students, plus a place 
for you to keep track of your child’s results and 
progress.  Mathletics is a web-based learning program, 
which integrates home and school learning via the 
internet. Mathletics covers K- Year 12 Australian 
Maths Curriculum and is currently used in over 1300 
Australian schools, with more than 40,000 students 
accessing the Mathletics site every day.   
The benefits of Mathletics include:                                                                                                                                   
· Students are engaged and motivated to learn.                                                                                                               
· Mathletics is adaptive, it responds to your child’s 
individual strengths and weaknesses.                                    
· Students instantly know if they are on the right track 
and can work through the curriculum at their own pace.                                                                                                                                                                 
· Animated support guides students through concepts. 
It is like having a maths tutor 24 hours a day.                      
· Live Mathletics fosters a stimulating and exciting on-
line learning community.                                          
· Creates the perfect link between home and school.                                                                                                                                                                                      
· Proven improvement results.                                                                                                                                                        
· Teachers can view your child’s progress and adapt 
their work accordingly. 
Working at home:                                                                                                                                                             
Your child has 24 hour access to Mathletics through 
the use of a username and password. To gain the 
greatest understanding of how Mathletics can benefit 
your child, we encourage you spend time looking at 
the program with your child.    
Weld Square Primary School expectations:                                                                                                                    
PP, Year 1 & 2— We do not expect them to complete 
any of the other tasks but are happy for them to do so.                                                                                                                                                                              
Students are encouraged to visit the Mathletics 
website program for at least ½ hour each week and 
participate in Live Mathletics and any assigned tasks. 
Topics will be opened according to the Maths focus in 
the classroom.                                                                                                                       
Year 3-6 Students should complete the assigned tasks 
and Live Mathletics at least 3 times per week for 20 
mins (each time). Each child should be able to earn 1 
Mathletics Certificate per week (which is presented at 
the Monday afternoon assembly)! 
The 3 step strategy in the Curriculum area: 
 If they get a question incorrect:                                                                   
1) Use the incorrect answer to try and figure out the 
correct answer.                                                                        
2) Go to the Support area for help and it will teach you 
with different examples of the concept                        
3) If you still don’t understand the concept ask the 
teacher, and/or parent.  
To view Mathletics:                                                                                                                                                            
1. Visit www.mathletics.com.au                                                                                                                               
2. Ensure pop-ups are enabled for the website                                                                                                            
3. Select sign-in and enter your child’s details. 
For further information please speak to your child’s 
teacher or contact Mr Payne through the front office. 
                                                                                                       


